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Social Service Month
is a major success
"Over the years, the Social Service
Department at Maine Medical Center
has grown with the hospital. As each
new service has come into being, the
Social Worker has been an integral
part of the treatment team." With these
words, MMC Associate Vice President
for Risk Management Edward McGeachey opened a Celebration of Fifty
Years of Social Work at Maine Medical
Center March 5.
This year marks a half-century of
organized social services at MMC,
and the Social Service Department
and Social Workers in the Mental Health
Clinics turned the month of March -designated nationwide as National
Professional Social Work month -- into
a celebration.
At the opening reception March 5,
Mr. McGeachey spoke about the fiftyyear history of the Social Service
Department at MMC, noting that the
department established at what was
then Maine General Hospital was one
of the first in the United States. He
went on to pay homage to Mrs. Israel
Bernstein for her role in the early
development of the department, and
dedicated the day's program to the
woman without whom "there might
not have been a Social Service Department and certainly not one with the
long tradition of commitment to our
fellow man."
Mr. McGeachey related an early account by the first Social Service Worker
at MMC, Elsie Clark Nutt, detailing a
"frenzied and full day of review of
admissions, visits to patients on the
units, discussions with public health
nurses, arranging for services of the
hospital to be offered to patients who
were without funds, consultation with
a patient attempting to leave the hospital against doctor's advice, support of
a fearful patient in the Operating Room,
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A NEW DRAWING each week graces the coloring board nearthe elevators
on P2CD, MMC's Pediatrics Unit. Moe LaRochelle, a full-time Supervisor in
Housekeeping and a part-time (and talented) freelance illustrator, takes a
few minutes periodically to brighten the unit. The colors, unfortunately,
can't be reproduced here. (A/V Photo)

Fun, sun, learning
are part of this camp
The Maine Medical Center has reaffirmed for 1982 its long-standing commitment to Maine's·only summer camp
program exclusively for diabetic children. The program, now in its ninth
year, is a joint effort of MMC, the
Maine Affiliate of the American Diabetes Association, and the Salvation
Army. MMC provides the medical support for the Association's program,
and the Salvation Army makes room at
Camp Sebago available for the sixteenday session.
The camp staff includes a physician
team and a registered nurse -- all
employees of Maine Medical Center-as well as a registered dietician and
diabetes counselors. The program is

designed to allow the children to enjoy
normal camping activities in a healthy
and safe environment, and to develop
in the children the lifestyles and habits
necessary for the management of their
disease.
According to Debra Perkins, RN, a
diabetes nurse specialist at MMCwho
has staffed the camp for the past
seven years, the children in the diabetes camping program are fully integrated with the other children at Camp
Sebago. She says that the special
counselors -- and herself -- are all
diabetics themselves, and they share
their experiences with the campers,
give special sessions on diabetic care,
and encourage open discussion.
But summer camp is summer camp,
and the youngsters participate in all
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Nursing scholarships
open to employees
The Scholarship and Loan Committee of the Department of Nursing is
accepting applications for scholarships for its June meeting. Applicants
must have been employed by the Maine
Medical Center for five months and
must provide evidence of enrollment
in an accredited nursing program (e.g.,
MS, BS, AD, Diploma, LPN).
Application forms and further information may be obtained from the office
of the Vice President for Nursing (x
2751). Deadline for submission of all
materials is May 1, 1982.

Two offers added
to discount program

GRADUATESOFTHE 22nd SURGICAL TECHNOLOGYSCHOOLANDTHEIR
INSTRUCTORS ARE: Back row, L to R, Donald Bailer - instructor, Loveiner
Cooledge, Rosalynd Flaherty - instructor, Steven Desjardins, Diane
Dussault -. program director, Shirley Gile, Cheryl Goodspeed, Roxann
Roberge - Instructor, Earl Driscoll, Trina Latini, Lucille Pirone - instructor.
Front row - Lee Ann Jennings, Susan McKenney, Holly Davies, Debora
Burnham, Donna Skillings, Brenda Bussiere, Anne Marie Nealand Rachelle
Knight.
'

Surgical Tech School
sends 14 on their way
Maine Medical Center's School of
Surgical Technology graduated 14
students on March 12, bringing to259
the total number of persons successfully completing the course in the
school's 12-year history. Job prospects
for the graduates are excellent, and
according to Program Director Diane
Dussault, RN, four members of the
Spring class have already been hired
by MMC to serve as part of the Operating Room Team.
Thefield of Surgical Technology has
broadened its scope over the last ten
years, and now encompasses work in
doctors' offices, emergency rooms, recovery and delivery rooms, and central
sterile supply departments, as well as
in operating rooms. Surgical Technologists work with surgeons and operating
room staffs, performing a wide range
of duties -- from helping prepare and
transport a surgical patient, to sterilizing instruments and acting as the
primary scrub person fiandling the
instruments, supplies, and equipment
during surgery.

The MMC program lasts one year,
with students spending six months in
the classroom and the remainder rotating through MMC's nine surgical divisions, gaining practical knowledge in
their profession.
Mrs. Dussault calls surgical technologists "essential members" of the surgical team and says demand for their
skills is growing nationwide. For example, several of this Spring's graduates
will be taking jobs in Boston, New
Hampshire, Connecticut, and as far
away as Texas, she said.
While this was the 22nd class to
graduate from the school, it is the first
to donate a $100 scholarship which
will be given to a student in the next
class.
The four students beginning employment at MMC immediately are:
Debora E. Burnham, Lee Ann Jennings,
Susan J. McKenney, and Donna M.
Skillings. The other graduates are:
Brenda M. Bussiere,
Loveiner R.
Cooledge, Holly M. Davies, Steven E.
Desjardins, Earl S. Driscoll, Shirley A.
Gile, Cheryl Ann Goodspeed, Rachelle
J. Knight, Trina A. Latini, and Anne
Marie Nealand.

Aqua Diving Academy is offering
MMC employees a 20% discount on
its 8-session diving class. The discounted price is $88. For schedules
and information, call 772-4200.
Yudy's of Portland, located at 333
St. John Street, is offering a 15%
discount on Firestone, Summit, and
Bridgestone tires, retreads, and batteries. For more information call Yudy's
at 772-5421.

Seminars "sold out'" ,
repeats scheduled
Deferred Giving Committee Chairman H. Davison Osgood, Jr., reports
that the ninth series ofTerry D. Mayo's
estate planning seminars, which were
held th is month,was completely booked.
Because of the demand, the program
will be repeated in an afternoon series
September 16, 23, and 30.
In addition, the Committee is sponsoring a special one-session seminar
on estate planning for single persons
on the morning ofTuesday, April 20. At
that session, Mr. Mayo will review the
high points of estate planning and
then consider special items such as
estate planning for single people, ways
to transfer assets, ways to obtain more
income from assets, and ways to be
charitable.
For more information, call the MMC
Development Office at 871-2669.

new Employees
BLOOD BANK: Gail M. St. Laurent
OPERATING ROOM: Donald Lippoth
HOUSEKEEPING: Laurie LaChance
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consultation with physicians, physiotherapists; occupational therapists to
integrate the social information with
the treatment plan, finding sources of
funding for braces, artificial limbs, and
other services." He then noted that
things had not changed much, and
that the description of activities was
true enough today.
Relating his own experience with
the hospital, of some twenty-five years
duration, Mr. McGeachey praised Social Services staff, other professionals,
and the hospital in general for their
dedication and competence. He noted
that because of the professionalism
and effectiveness with which the
department had pursued its duties, it
was never necessary to "push for the
expansion of social service ... in each
instance the Social Worker was requested as the programs developed."
Other speakers at the session were
David Bittenbender, Director of Health
and Human Services for the City of
Portland, and Frank McGinty, Deputy
Commissioner of the Maine Department of Human Services. They spoke
on the local and state perspectives of
health and social care, particularly in
light of tightening human service budgets at all levels.
Other events during March included
two Social Service Rounds. One held
March 10 featured Donna H. Demuth,
ACSW, speaking on "The Invisible
Family:How to Use a SystemsApproach
with the Individual Client." A March 24
Rounds featured Assistant Professor
of Social Welfare at the University of
Maine at Orono Cleo Berkun, ACSW,
with a detailed 100kat"Recent Federal
and State Cutbacks and How These
Cutbacks Affect Women." Rounds were
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SOCIAL SERVICE MONTH at MMC began with a look at the history of the
Social Services Department, presented by MMC Associate Vice President
Edward McGeachey (left). An audience of social workers, other hospital
employees, and community health and social services professionals
attended the program (right). (AlV Photo)
a new event for Social Service, and
were so successful that they will be
continued on a monthly basis.
A day-long workshop March 19 was
entitled "Social Work and Health Care:
A Challenge for the Eighties." Carel
Germain, DSW, a professor at the University of Connecticut School of Social
Work, presented the seminar, dealing
with directions in health and social
care, priorities for the future and new
directions for practice.
The month-long celebration served
to point up the importance of the

Social Service profession in the total
care of the hospital patient.
Mr.
McGeachey, who has seen the department grow through its integration with
ambulatory and admission processes,
discharge planning, on-call services,
and other phases of hospital care,
made his feelings clear at the openlnq
reception: "The staff now consists of
thirty workers, and they are second to
none. Iwill not recognize the individuals
by name, but the respect they receive
speaks louder than words to their
competence."

The Department of Pathology and Clinical Medicine
Invites all MMC employees to

OPEN HOUSE IN THE CONLEY lAB ORA TORY
Tuesday, April 13 and Wednesday, April 14, 1982
Displays and Refreshments
9AM-IPM
2 - 4:30 PM

Guided Tours
Hourly

An observance of National Medical Laboratory Week

marketplace
FOR RENT: Newly constructed 2 BR
condo in convenient South Portland location. Close to schools, swimming pool
and tennis courts. Attached t-ear garage.
Call 774-6845 after 5 PM.
FOR RENT: Cottage on Little Diamond
Island. 3 BR, modern KT, shower, lR,
overlooking the water. Call 772- 7207 or
write P. O. Box 8615, Portland, Me.
04104.
FOR RENT: Unfurn. apt. 1 mile from
MMC. BR, lR, KT and bath. $260/mo.
includes heat and uti Is. Call 854-5959.
FOR RENT: MMC area, 2nd floor. 5 RMs
and bath. Heated, electricity only utility.
No pets or parking. See at 32 Ellsworth
St. Ken Kane at 772-2618.
FOR RENT: Doctor's office at 131 Chadwick St. Available May 1. Call 282-2092.
FOR RENT: Riverton area. 3 RMs in
private home. Kitchen and lau ndry privileges. Pets and parking. $175/mo. 7970384.
FORSALE: 1978 lincoln Mark V. loaded,
in mint condo 50,000 miles. Book price
$8575, asking $7750. For more information call lenny at 775-1277.
FOR SALE: Mobile home. Good condo
and very clean. In adult section of pleasant N. Windham park. 892-2987.
FOR SALE: Fur coat -- lynx. Small size,
$200. Fur cape, $50. Antique pine Dough
Box, $250. 772-6018.

FOR SALE: Nikon ever-ready case for
EM, $15; SB-E flash for models EM, FE,
FM, $40, almost new with original packing and instructions. Call David at 7723225 between 7 and 10 PM.
FOR SALE: 1977 Pontiac Grand Prix.
Ex. cond., newtires, new exhaust system
with lifetime guarantee. Asking$2,900.
Call 854-8056 after 5 PM.
FREE: To country home. lovable dog
who needs space. Great outdoor companion. Call Janet at 773-1196, eves.
ROOMMATE WANTED: Mature, responsible woman to share warm, spacious
Gorham home with same. $2oo/mo. plus
utlls. Call 839-6141 .
ROOMMATE WANTED:
Professional
person (nonsmoker) to share large sunny
home in South Portland. Garden space,
large yard, wood stove. $225/mo. Includes utlls, Call Cheri at 799-8377,
eves. and weekends.
ROOMMATE WANTED: Nonsmoking female to share pleasant 2 BR apt. in
South Portland. Just off Broadway -- 5
mins. from MMC. Rent$40/wk plus utlls.
Call 799-6454 after 5 PM.
WANTED: MMC Clinical Pastoral Education student seeks housesitting opportunity or other living accommodations
nearMMCduringJune, JulyandAugust.
Willing to do some housecleaning, cooking, or yard work in exchange for l"iving
quarters. Ex. references available. Please
call 773-6500 after 6 PM on weekdays.

FOR SALE: West End townhouse, by
owner. Spacious 3-story, on quiet residential street. In Western Prom area of
Portland.
Designed by John Calvin
Stevens. lR, DR, KT, 2 baths, 7 BR,
fenced
backyard,
private parking.
$94,000. Call 772-0666.

Spring Ble d Drive
Results

FOR SALE: 1980 VW Jetta. Ex. cond.,
low miles, 5-speed, AM/FM cassette,
sunroof. Best offer over $6800. 7751113, eves.

The next blood drive is scheduled
for Friday, June 11. Our thanks
to all who presented.

FOR SALE: 1980 Datsun 210. 5-speed,
AM/FM. $4,700. Call 829-3648.

167 presented
149 donated
20 were first-timers

William Gousse, Chairman
Blood Drive Committee
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WHAT'S HAPPENINGis published every
Wednesdayat Maine Medical Center, Portland, Maine for members of the Hospital
community and for friends of the institution
throughout Maine and northern New England. Comments, questions and suggestions may be addressed to Public Information Office, MMC, Portland, ME 04102.
Barbara Burns, Editor.
Contributors to this issue:
Wayne L. Clark, Public Information
Cary Johnson, Public Information
Mary Corey, A/V Resources
Charlotte Hurd, A/V Resources
Judy MacKenzie, A/V Resources
leigh Whittemore, A/V Resources
George A. Drew, Print Shop
Henry J. Guiod, Jr., Print Shop
Jim Stewart, Print Shop
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the regular activities at Camp Sebago:
softball, volleyball, archery, arts and
crafts, swimming, boating, and basketball included. The idea, according to
Mrs. Perkins, is to educate the children
about their disease and help them
adj ust socially -- and have a good time.
Mrs. Perkins is receiving a special
award this year for her long-time involvement with the camping program. The
Becton-Dickinson award is a national
recognition for outstanding contributions to camping and diabetes. She
was nominated for the award by the
Maine Affiliate of the American Diabetes
Association.
MMC will provide the camp with
three physicians from its house staff
this year, who will rotate to provide
coverage for the sixteen-day session.
They are: Gary J. Allegretta, M.D., a
first-year resident in Pediatrics; Calvin
C. Yates, M.D.,a second-year resident
in Internal Medicine; and Christopher
L. Clark, M.D., a first-year resident in
Family Practice. All MMC staff people
work underthe supervision of Norman
W. Saunders, M.D.,a memberof MMC's
Associate Staff in Internal Medicine.
The dates for this year's camp are
July 19-August 3, and all diabetic children ages seven through fourteen are
eligible to apply. The tuition is $180,
and some financial ald is available
through the Maine Affiliate of the
American Diabetes Association. Applicati ns are available from Debra
Perkins, RN, Chairman, RR#3, Varney
Mill Read, Box 111, South Windham,
Maine 04082, tel. 892-3749.

